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to steer clear between the Scylla of attenuated revenues
and the Oharybdis of uneconomic motor competition. The
situation demands prudence and sagacity Muddle-headed-
ness and narrow vision would spell ruin.
All future policy will have to be directed along
constructive lines. If the railways are to have their
own, they must first reform themselves before they could
expect the road service to be controlled. Rather, reform
and control in either sphere should be concurrent. The
railways can no longer view with indifference the needs
of the public. The days when they held almost a monopoly
in transportation are gone. Today, as never before,
transportation needs effective salesmanship. The railways
can only hope to better their financial position in two
ways. Firstly, they should prune away their expenditure.
The need for economy is great. There is an inadequate
use of rolling stock and materials, and considerable scope
for economy in workshop organisation. Secondly, they
should attract custom by offering facilities. The amenities
of the passengers have got to be looked to, freight traffic
should be offered favourable schedule and station-to-station
rates, and industries should be given all help in the choice
of sites, construction of sidings and provision of ware-
housing facilities. New methods of freight carriage should
be experimented with, such as express goods services,
registered transit and container-service. These make for
speed, safety and ease of handling. Under the second
it wotild be incumbent on the railway to see to the
safety of the consignments all along the line. The
container system, however, needs crane power for loading
and unloading the containers on the open trucks. So, its
immediate possibilities are not very great. A refrigerator
freight service is a great desideratum for the increase of
traffic. In short, the railways should cease to adopt their
stand-offish attitude and must realise that both they and
the public are necessary agents in trade.
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